B M\

Froedom 25C ARC

UNITED STATES EMBASSY
SERBIA

PRESENTS

ARC COLLECTION BELGRADE 2026






USA 250

Freedom 250 is not a retrospective of American history, but a
contemporary reinterpretation of it.

Through art, symbols become open to new meanings, and freedom-

rather than being defined - becomes a space for reflection.

Within that space, between the image and the observer, between
history and the present, emerges what this exhibition truly

represents: not an answer, but a dialogue.

About the American Resource Center (ARC)

The American Resource Center in Belgrade operates as a platform
for cultural dialogue between the United States and Serbia. Through
programs, exhibitions, and educational initiatives, ARC encourages
the exchange of ideas, critical thinking, and the reinterpretation of

shared values such as freedom, democracy, and identity.

The exhibition USA 250 represents one of ARC's key projects, where
art becomes a medium through which history is translated into the
contemporary language of visual culture.

ARC
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USA 250

IDEA AND CONTEXT

The year 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the
United States Declaration of Independence — a jubilee that
extends beyond a national framework and opens a global dialogue
on the meaning of freedom in the contemporary world. Under the
title USA 250 this historic moment is reinterpreted through art as a
meeting point for diverse cultural, political, and identity
perspectives. The American Resource Center (ARC) in Belgrade, as
an institution dedicated to cultural exchange and the promotion of
American values in an international context, uses this exhibition not
only to commemorate a historical event, but also to initiate a
contemporary artistic response to the question: what does freedom
mean today? The exhibition presents a carefully selected body of
works that examine symbols of American identity — not as fixed
historical facts, but as living, shifting constructs whose meanings

depend on time, place, and the observer.

IDEA AND CONTEXT
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FEATURED ARTIST
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Momir Bulovic

1977, Sombor

Momir belongs to a generation of contemporary
artists working at the intersection of European and
American artistic contexts. He graduated from the
Academy of Arts in Novi Sad and currently lives

and works in New York.

His artistic practice is based on the reinterpretation
of cultural and historical symbols through «
contemporary painterly language. Bulovié¢ does
not reproduce icons — he transforms them,
relocates them into new contexts, and in doing so

destabilises their established meanings.

USA 250

Visual Approach

His works are characterised by:

* strong monochromatic tones (red, green),
= expressive, gestural brushwork,

* ragmentation of form,

» and layered image construction.



SPECIAL INCLUSION USA 250

Mark Hebblewhite

1970, British

Mark is a contemporary British artist working Visual Approach

across painting and visual media. His artistic . )
) . ) His works are characterised by:
practice explores the reinterpretation of cultural

symbols, collective memory, and identity through a « cinematic composition
contemporary visual language. Drawing on social
observation and lived experience, Hebblewhite » symbolic narrative structures
places familiar forms within altered contexts, « contrasts between classical and
creating tension between mythology, modern e ] e
culture, and perception. Rather than preserving

symbols as fixed ideas, he repositions them — » and the recontextualisation of familiar
allowing their meanings to shift, fragment, and cultural forms.

evolve through context.
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CONCEPT USA 250

IDEA AND CONTEXT

Rather than offering a linear historical narrative, the
exhibition presents a fragmented, multilayered vision
of America as an idea.

The works do not portray America as geography, but
as an iconographic system — a collection of symbols

that are at once universal and open to reinterpretation.

His works are characterised by:

historical figures (Washington, Lincoln),

national symbols (the Statue of Liberty),
e cultural references (pop art, comics, music)

e and technological achievements (space exploration),

the exhibition opens a space between myth and reality,
between idealised freedom and its actual weight.”

Portraits of historical figures such as George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are not
presented as heroic monuments, but they are depicted in more complex manner, stripped

of pathos while remaining embedded within collective memory.
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DIALOGUE USA 250

ARTISTS’ DIALOGUE

This exhibition is not simply a collection of works, but

a dialogue between two artistic approaches:

Bulovic
freedom as symbol and collective myth

Hebblewhite

freedom as personal experience and burden
Together, they create a complex image of the contemporary

understanding of freedom — suspended between idealisation

and reality.
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ON THE WORKS ARC
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IDEA AND CONTEXT

GW /AL/JR

American icons stripped down into bold forms and fractured colour — history turned into image,

image turned into myth.

Love 68 / Love 68 I

A collision of protest, pop culture, and nostalgia. The optimism of the past viewed through the tension

of the present.

Liberty

The Statue of Liberty dissolves into abstraction - less monument, more uncertain idea.

Moon

A vision of space exploration in which the astronaut and the lunar module become symbols of

American technological optimism.



ON THE WORKS ARC

Purple Haze (Lincoln Memorial)

Politics meets psychedelia. Lincoln, Hendrix, memory, and rebellion folded into the same visual space.

Arizona Dream

American icons stripped down into bold forms and fractured colour — history turned into image,
image turned into myth.

Bulovic's paintings aexplore America as both a symbol and spectacle - familiar images caught somewhere

between history and illusion.

Hollywood

A collision of protest, pop culture, and nostalgia. The optimism of the past viewed through the tension

of the present.

The Weight of Freedom

The Statue of Liberty dissolves into abstraction - less monument, more uncertain idea.

27

The painting depicts four iconic musicians who are members of the famous “27 Club”, artists who

tragically passed away at age 27.
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WORK INDEX FREEDOM 250

ARC - 01 Oil and Oil Paintsticks

on Canvas
260 x 200 cm

; ; 2026
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ARC - 02

Abe

Oil on Canvas
260 x 200 cm

2026
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WORK INDEX 02 FREEDOM 250

ARC - 03 Oil on Canvas Two Panels
260 x 260 cm

JR
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ARC - 04

LOVE 68

Collage- Oil on Canvas
OIL Paintsticks
200 x 230 cm

2026
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WORK INDEX 03
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ARC - 05

LOVE 6811

Collage- Oil on Canvas
OIL Paintsticks
200 x 230 cm

2026

FREEDOM 250



ARC - 06

12

Oil on Canvas
200 x 260 cm

2026
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WORK INDEX 04 FREEDOM 250

ARC - 07 Oil on Canvas
200 x 260 cm

Arizona Dream
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ARC - 08

Purple Haze

Oil on Canvas
200 x 260 cm

2026
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WORK INDEX 05
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ARC - 09

Hollywood

Qil, Acrylic and Ol
Paintsticks on Canvas
200 x 230 cm

2026

FREEDOM 250



ARC-10

Liberty

Oil on Canvas
200 x 230

2026
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ARC-T1

27

Qil, oil paintstick

and collage

230x 200cm

2026



WORK INDEX 06

FREEDOM 250

SI-01 Mark Hebblewhite QOil, Acrylic and Oil

Paintsticks on Canvas

The Weight 2007 20em
of 'reedom
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Freedom 250 EXthIfIOn Freedom remains unfinished -

T e e T e shaped continously through memory,

Belgrade, 2026 conflict, identity, and imagination

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
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Curated by American Resource Center (ARC)
Exhibition Concept Marija Bjelopetrovic
Artists Momir Bulovic | Mark Hebblewhite
Photography Polebrand

RSG

Catalogue Design

ARC

23



